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T he great experiment it is difficult to understand, now that 
Omni magazine Is such an obvious success, how great a risk 
Bob Gucolone took when he decided to launch "the maga¬ 
zine of the future." 

No one had ever dared to produce a magazine that blended 
factual science, science Action, fantasy, and sophisticated 
graphics into a single handsome package of extremely high 
quality—and high cost. 

Publishing "experts" predicted that the magazine would never 
get off the ground. It would contain science fiction I Who would read 
that stuff? The only people who read science fiction then were tiny 
groups of fanatics who never lifted their noses up from their digest¬ 
sized magazines and paperback books. They preferred this literary 
isolation. 

Even within the science-fiction community itself, considerable 
doubt was expressed about an "outsider" bringing out such a 
magazine, someone who wasn't intimately connected with sci¬ 
ence fiction from childhood. 

I had a deeper worry Omni immediately captured the attention 
of millions of readers. Science fiction was no longer confined to 
di^st-sized magazines and a relatively smoll and "m group" 
readership. As Omni's fiction editor, I wondered whether the sci¬ 
ence-fiction writers would come through for Omni. Could they write 
stories that would entertain those readers who had never read 
science fiction before? 


This anthology presents the cream of the firs 
new stories by such Old Pros as Harlan Ellison an 
as well as such newer stars as George R, R, Mort 


^ And in keeping with Omni's breadth of subject material, we 
include in this volume some of the pictorials that for the first time,- 
opehed up the visual side of science fictioh to your future-seeking 
eyes We offer an interview with Arthur C, Clarke, perhaps the 
best-known and most respected science-fiction writer inthO'world. 
The great experiment that is Omni has proved to be a stunning 
success. Turn the page and learn why 


—Ben Bova 
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COUNT 

THEaOCK 

THAT 

TELL5 THE TIME 


BY HARLAN ELLISON 

When I do count the clock that tells the time, 
And see the brave day sunk In hideous night; 
When I behold the violet past prime, 

■And sable curls all silver'd o'er with white: 

When lofty trees I see barren of leaves 
Which erst from heat did canopy the herd. 
And summer's green ali girded up in sheaves 
Borne on the bier with white and bristly beard; 

Then of thy beauty do I question make. 

That thou among the wastes of time must go... ■ 





























































































































































































































































































































I the harmony in living organisms.^ 
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PAINTING I 
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VISIONS OF THE COSMOS 
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^From an embankment of the 
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SANDKINGS 


His interest piqued when told of the creatures' 
proficiency for warfare and worship 
BY GEORGE R, R, MARTIN 



PAINTING BY ERNST FUCHS 
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A NONPAREIL ANTHOLOGY OF STORIfS AND 
PICTORIALS. TEN FANTASTIC FICTION FEATURES 
.BY SUCH OLD PROS AS HARLAN ELLISON AND 
ROBERT SHECKLEY AS'.,WELL AS SUCH NEWER 
STARS AS GEORGE R. R. MARTIN AN[I ORSON 
SCOTT CARD. GREAT ARTISTS CONTRIBOtING 
TO THE MIND,-EXPANDING PICTORIALS INCLUDE 
H. R. GIGER, SAMUEL BAK, AND ERNST FUCHS. 
THERE IS ALSO AN-EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH 
WORLD-RENOWNED SCIENCE-FICTION AUTHOR 
ARTHUR C. CLARKE. 144 PAGES, 76 IN FULL 
COLOR. BECAUSE THIS LUXURIOUSLY BOUND 
VOLUME IS THE QUINTESSENCE OF OMNI, it 
DESERVES PRIDE OF PLACE IN YOU(? LIBRAR*/ 


